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Gol Solare even-
tually will fill all
its barrels with
wine from Red

Mountain grapes.

red mountain rFeaTure jj§

THE WINES

OF RED MOUNTAIN

WHAT MAKES RED MOLUNTAIN
specialr Why are the grapes and
their resulting wines so highly
prized? This 4,040-acre bench is,
indeed, unique — even amid the
seemingly similar nearby hills

First of all, Red Mountain faces
southwest, providing maximum
afternoon sun exposure. As far
as Eastern Washingron viticulwure
is concerned, the Yakima Valley
is considered relatively cool. But
not Red Mountain, which is con-
sistently one of the warmest
areas of the Columbia Valley,
However, a gap berween Red
Mountain and Rartlesnake
Mountain to the west allows cool
air from the north to slip
through 1o the vineyvards, which
sit ar altitudes of between 600
andl 1,100 feet, The Yakima River,
which runs north around Red
Mountain, also tempers hot sum-
mer davs into cooler nights.
Those help rein acidity and
add levels of complexity.

Second, Red Mountain's soil is
poor by most agricultural stan-
dards; It's sandy, low in nutrients
and uneven. But stress can do
ane of two things to vines: make
them struggle and work harder
or cause them o wither and die.
That struggle to reach deeper
into the soils produces smaller
grapes and more concentrated
julce,

On Red Mountain, red wines
tend 1o be more tannic, as well
as more focused and complex.
The hot davs ensure ripeness,
the cool nights preserve acidity,
and the small berries create dark
aromas and flavors and plenty of
structure. Thus, Red Mountain
has the opportunity to produce
some of Washingron's most age-
worthy wines,
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